
  The Merchant of Venice 
        “Ring Episode” 
 
    BY 
 
          William Shakespeare 
      
      
   



William Shakespeare and               
The Merchant of Venice 
 William Shakespeare was an English poet and 

playwright, widely regarded as the greatest writer 

in the English language and the world's pre-

eminent dramatist. 

 He is often called England's national poet and 

the "Bard of Avon“. 

 The Merchant of Venice is a tragic comedy by 

William Shakespeare, believed to have been 

written between 1596 and 1598. 

 It is a romantic comedy with a knife at its heart, 

and that gives it a dark side that people talk about 

long after the lovers have left the stage. 

 The Merchant of Venice interweaves three love 

stories "Portia and Bassanio, Nerissa and 

Gratiano, Jessica and Lorenzo" and all three 

relate to the knife with which Shylock, the villain of 

the comic subplot, threatens the heart of the 

merchant Antonio. 

 
 



         Main characters in the play 

 Antonio – a merchant of Venice 

 Bassanio – Antonio's friend, in love with Portia; suitor likewise to her 

 Gratiano, Solanio, Salarino, Salerio – friends of Antonio and 

Bassanio 

 Lorenzo – friend of Antonio and Bassanio, in love with Jessica 

 Portia – a rich heiress  

 Nerissa – Portia's maid in-waiting 

  Balthazar – Portia's disguise as a lawyer  

 Stephano – Nerissa's disguise as 'Balthazar's law clerk.  

 Shylock– a rich Jew, moneylender, father of Jessica  

 Jessica – daughter of Shylock, in love with Lorenzo 

 
 



     The Ring Episode 

 The ring episode is interesting.  

 Both Bassanio and Gratiano promised to their wives that they 

will not part with the wedding ring. 

 However, they had to give the wedding rings to the lawyer and 

the clerk who saved the life of Antonio. 

 They did not know that they gave the wedding rings to their 

wives who were in disguise. 

 These wedding rings reflex faithfulness and loyalty in 

marriage. 

 To the audience of Elizabethan age wedding ring was a very 

important thing and they could never imagine parting with it. 



     Connection between plots 

 The gift of the ring by Portia to Bassanio culminates the 

Casket plot as a symbol for their love and marriage 

 Portia’s role in rescuing Antonio allows her to request the ring 

as payment from Bassanio, connecting it to the Pound of 

Flesh plot 

 By giving the ring to Antonio to give to Bassanio, Portia 

overrides the male bond and makes him an advocate for their 

marriage as most important bond. 
 



 Significance of the Ring Plot 

 This plot is introduced when Portia and Nerissa give their husbands, 

Bassanio and Gratiano, rings to seal their love in marriage. 

 They give strict instructions never to lose the rings, which 

foreshadows an event where the rings may be lost or given up. 

 Portia and Nerissa are later disguised as men in the court of the 

Duke. They save Antonio from Shylock's bond and even turn the 

tables on Shylock. 

 Bassanio, Gratiano, and Antonio are eternally grateful for their 

services and offer them anything they want. 

 Portia and Nerissa, still disguised, ask for Bassanio and Gratiano's 

rings.  

 The men refuse them and Portia and Nerissa leave dissapointed. 

Then, after much urging from Antonio, they give their rings up and 

have Gratiano run after the "doctor and assistant" to give them the 

rings.  
 



   Essence of the Ring Plot 

 

 

 It is the main source of Humour. 

 It is one of the major episode that classifies this play as a 

"comedy.“ 

 The Merchant of Venice is a romantic comedy with Tragic 

undertones. 
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